
Season of Creation 2020 
 

 
 
 

Some resources that could be used on World Day of Prayer for Creation (1 
September) and/or during Mass or other liturgy on one or more of the Sundays 
during the Season of Creation (1 September – 4 October). 
 
Introduction  
Pope Francis has established 1 September as the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation to encourage the Catholic community around the world to pray 
for our common home.   
 
The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark encyclical Laudato Si’, which calls 
on every person to care for the earth, our common home. 
 
We are invited to: 
 

• thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our 
care, 

• implore his help for the protection of creation, 

• ask forgiveness for the sins committed against the world in which we 
live, 

• and to reaffirm our vocation to be stewards of his creation. 
 
 



Penitential Act 
We praise you God, for the Earth that sustains life.  Through the planetary cycles 
of days and seasons, renewal and growth, you open your hand to give all 
creatures our food in the proper time.  In your Wisdom you gave a Sabbath for 
the land to rest.  But these days, our living pushes the planet beyond its limits. 
Our demand for growth, and an endless cycle of production and consumption, 
are exhausting our world.  The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields 
fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify.  Humans and 
animals are forced to flee in search of security.  We have not allowed the land 
to observe a Sabbath, and the Earth is struggling to renew.  And so we confess: 
 
You tell us the land must rest, free from the burden of production. 
R.  We confess our demand that the earth produce beyond its limits, and our 
bondage to desire more. 
 
You call us to pause from sowing, pruning, and reaping in ways that destroy 
the soil. 
R.  We confess our vicious consumption of food and energy. 
 
You assure us that we can be filled from the yield of the land. 
R.  We confess our lack of trust that we can thrive within the earth’s limits. 
 
You affirm that our security is found in enough. 
R.  We confess our lack of courage to resist the myth of endless growth. 
 
You tell us that the land must not be sold permanently, because the land is 
yours, and everything in it. 
R.  We confess to thinking of creation as given, instead of a gift. 
 
You call us to leave enough fruit on the vine and in the fields to feed our 
neighbours, animals, and replenish the earth. 
R.  We confess our failure to share what we receive from the earth. 
 
You call us to fairness and justice. 
R.  We confess our lack of faith, not loving you with our whole heart and 
strength and mind, or our human and non-human neighbours as ourselves. 
 
Turn us from fear and mistrust, 
R.  And free us to imagine a life reconciled to the earth and all creatures, 
through the Good News of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 



Collect 
Let us pray. 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 
We ask this through Christ the Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Suggestions for Prayers of the Faithful 
One or more could be used on the Sundays during the Season of Creation. 
 
We pray for the Church:  that she may be a beacon of hope throughout the 
world, reminding us all of our responsibility to care for and protect God’s 
precious gift of creation.  
 
We pray for the world, our common home:  that through God’s grace we may 
hear its cry of the damage done and be moved to protect it for future 
generations to enjoy. 
 
We pray for those people who are already facing droughts, floods and storms: 
that God may grant them strength and hope for the future as they work to 
adapt to the changing climate.  
 



We pray for our parish and our local community:  that through the grace of 
God we may hear the urgent cry of the earth and of the poor and be inspired 
to respond at this crucial time.  
 
We pray for the world we live in:  that God may open our eyes to recognise the 
goodness of all creation and help us to do what we can to restore and care for 
the wonderful gift that we have been given.  
 
We pray for world leaders:  that God may grant them wisdom to make just 
decisions which respect the earth and all that lives in it, especially those who 
are poorest and most vulnerable.  
 
We pray for our local community:  that through God’s grace we may be good 
neighbours to each other and to the whole of creation, restoring and caring for 
all that God has made.  
 

 
 
Some Suggestions for Music 
All creatures of our God and King 
All things bright and beautiful 
Bless the Lord my soul – Taize 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness 
For the beauty of the earth – Rutter 
For the healing of the nations 
Laudato Si – Damian Lundy 
Let us with a gladsome mind 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Morning has broken 
Now is the Cool of the Day – Coope, Boyes & Simpson 
O worship the King 
Symphony No 3 – Saint-Saens 



Some Practical Ideas for Newsletters 
 
 Let’s try and reduce our carbon footprint by driving less.  When possible, why 
not walk or ride your bicycle to avoid carbon emissions completely.  
 
 Pope Francis often talks about society’s throwaway culture.  Here, in the 
West, one of the signs of a throwaway culture is the waste of food.  Pope Francis 
says, "food that is thrown away might as well have been stolen from the table 
of the poor, the hungry" (5 June 2013).  Perhaps notice what you throw away, 
particularly food.  If I’m throwing food away, is there a way I can prevent this?   
 
 Do you eat meat every day?  If so, why not try a meal without meat a couple 
of times a week?  Why?  Eating meat every day is harming ourselves, animals 
and the planet: 
1)  Globally, animal agriculture is responsible for more greenhouse gases than 
all the world’s transportation systems combined! 
2)  The amount of grain needed to feed livestock drives up grain prices which 
makes it harder for those in poorer countries to feed themselves. 
3)  Most meat, dairy and eggs are produced in ways that largely ignore animal 
welfare (e.g.  failing to provide sufficient space to move around, contact with 
other animals and access to the outdoors). 
4)  Industrial livestock farming relies heavily on antibiotic use to accelerate 
weight gain and control infection.  This is not only cruel to animals but 
contributes to the growing public health problem of antibiotic resistance. 
5)  A diet heavy in meat increases the risk of obesity, cancer and heart disease. 
 
 During the current pandemic, try and use a reusable, washable face covering 
rather than a disposable mask or face covering. 
 

 

 
 



Other Ideas & Resources 
Novena to Saint Francis 
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/Novena-to-St-Francis 
 
Catholic Resources for the Season 
https://seasonofcreation.org/catholic/ 
 
Resources from the Archdiocese of Westminster 
https://westminsterjp.wordpress.com/season-of-creation-1st-september-4th-
october/ 
 
Events and downloadable resources 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/40274  
 
Theme for 2020 and Ecumenical Service 
https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/ 
 
Global Catholic Climate Movement 
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/ 
 
Resources linked to the Sunday Readings 
https://jp.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/resources/creation/ 
 
Global Healing (a film-based resource) 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/environment/global-healing/ 
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