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     To all our readers and contributors 

Hope you have the best Summer possible 
   

From Damien & Denise 
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Letter from the Editor 

As I write this we are still in Lockdown and it is a very different experience editing a 
newsletter this way. 

Coronavirus - Covid 19 - has given each and every one of us challenges to     
overcome and we can only hope and pray that when this is over the world will 
have changed for the better.  
 

Our amazing NHS and key workers have made us proud to be British; many    
people have lost their lives and it is a period of history that will never be forgotten. 
Thank you to all who have contributed, I hope we have a mixture of articles to     
interest you all. 
 

Take care and stay safe, 
God bless to you all.             
 

Damien Mahon, Nugent   
 

Facebook page launch Deaf Team 

May 2020 saw the launch of the new Deaf & Sign community Team                    
Facebook (FB) page. 

Through these challenging times of lockdown, we know that people 
are going through many different emotions and feelings of isolation. We want to be 
able to connect with you to share stories, poems & prayers in order to support 
each other. 

We continue to work from our homes through the lockdown and are happy for you 
to continue to text or email both Denise & Damien. 

So keep an eye on our FB page and we hope you stay safe and well. 

For more information, to comment on our Facebook page only then contact her. 

Denise’s no:- 07917 460791  Email address:- DArmstrong-Hart@wearenugent.org 

 

Fr Mark Beattie  

Fr Mark celebrated 25 years in priesthood last year at St Sebastian's 
church in Liverpool, he has now moved to St Chads in the parish of 
Chorley. 

We thank Fr Mark for his dedication, when MSDP closed he started to 
learn BSL so he could welcome Deaf people to Sunday morning Mass 
in Liverpool. This allowed Deaf people to have a choice of either Saturday evening 
or Sunday evening Mass.  

Fr Mark has a lovely dog and we miss her too! 

We wish Fr Mark a lot of luck in his new parish and know he will continue his good 
work there  
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My beloved Dad 
 

My father, David Mahon was born in June 1939 in Crosby, Merseyside.  
He was the second of four children to Peter and Margaret Mahon.   
The family grew up in Bootle, Liverpool and Dad was always extremely 
proud of his Bootle roots (I was also born there). 
 

Dad had a strong faith from an early age; following on from the deep faith of his 
own parents and grandparents, he was most thankful for this throughout his entire 
life. When he was a teenager he became a seminarian, where he stayed for eight 
years. Dad developed a deep spirituality through prayers and meditation and also 
explored various teachings in Christian spirituality.  
 

He was always strongly attracted to writing and was keen to pursue a career in 
journalism. In 1961, he became a reporter on the Catholic Pictorial, a weekly 
newspaper in Birmingham. In the 1980’s, Dad became the political reporter for the 
Warrington Guardian and editor of the monthly Business guardian. He went on to 
become editor of the weekly newspaper the Catholic Pictorial in Liverpool and    
remained in that post until his retirement.  
 

In 1986, David founded the Tumble Trust and gave regular retreats teaching       
relaxation, silence, prayer, breathing, posture, self-awareness & movement. Dad 
also taught the Enneagram, which explains the 9 types of personality and he wrote 
the Enneagram book ‘Full Face to God’. The study of personality assisted Dad in 
his work as a qualified counsellor, a role he truly loved. People would often tell us 
that through counselling our Dad had worked miracles for them and was a very 
special man.  
 

His greatest passion was fulfilling his role as a father to   
seven children; he loved holidays at our caravan in North 
Wales. We spent hours during school holidays playing   
cricket and rounders on the beach and some of my best 
memories are of being with him in the sea where we     
bonded, as we dearly loved swimming together.  
 

In 1968 Dad had married the love of his life, my mum Rita and in 2018 I felt so 
lucky that I was able to celebrate Mum & Dad’s 50th Wedding anniversary when 
we got together as a family. We witnessed throughout our lives that Mum & Dad’s 
marriage was based on love, a shared faith & always a great deal of laughter. 
 

Dad’s illness was short and the entire family were able to support him throughout 
this. On Tuesday 18th February, held in the arms of his wife and surrounded by his 
seven children, whispering words of love, Dad peacefully returned home to God. 
We held his funeral on 6th March, and were able to give him a beautiful send off. 
 

Dad described his life as blessed and truly believed that life is a gift. Dad taught 
me compassion, kindness, humility and most importantly shaped my belief/faith. 
Dad you will forever be in my heart and continue to inspire me. 
 

Damien Mahon   
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Coronavirus Anxiety - Coping with life during lockdown…. 

It is important for us all to be aware, on the news you may see that people are 
talking about Anxiety and having panic attacks (heart is beating fast, or feeling 
emotional and restless due to anxiety or worry) and the trigger for these started 
from the current lockdown situation due to Coronavirus. 

It is normal if you feel like that, do not think you are the 
only one, I know some of us compare ourselves to    
others thinking ‘we have no excuse to feel bad because 
we have a roof over our head and food on our table; 
compared to those who live in the third world who have 
no food or water’ 

BUT we are all human and we are going through Isolation since late March, YOU 
NEED TO REALISE THAT IT IS OKAY and remind ourselves not to feel bad, it is 
not weak if we feel that way. 

One of the things that is proven to help is to create a daily routine; make your own 
time-table from Monday to Sunday. Exercise, walking, in the garden or yoga 

Lots of people around the world are praying the Rosary with ‘Our Lady, Mary’ to 
help get through the day. Mary is our Mother and will help us. 

Why not try making something new to eat, make food you have never made      
before, explore baking, be creative, experimental and don’t worry if it’s not perfect. 
Keep in touch with people, pick up a book that you have wanted to read, plan NOT 
to watch TV before 5pm. 

Let's take this opportunity with lockdown to do things we always dreamt of or have 
never had the confidence to try before, find a ‘New belief within ourselves’ as a 
special time for meditation. Have more conversations and dialogues with God, 
freely wherever you are. 

Denise Armstrong-Hart  
 

You can read the full article on our Deaf & Sign Community Facebook page 

Prayer of Thy Healing Angels 

That is carried from God by Michael Thy Archangel 

Pour out Thy Healing Angels 

Thy Heavenly Host upon me, 

And upon those that I love. 

Let me feel the beam of Thy Healing Angels upon me, 

The light of your Healing Hand. 

I will let Thy Healing Hand. 

I will let Thy Healing begin 

Whatever way God grants it….. Amen 

Lorna Byrne 
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During and After Lockdown, a new world 
 

In the gospel one of the things Jesus said was ‘When the Son of Man returns, will 

he find any faith on earth?’ Lk 18:8. It is interesting to see that Jesus never said 

anything like ‘Will he find beautiful well organised well-kept churches?”  

During Lockdown churches all over the world are closed; have they stopped being 

church? No! Church continues, God is still with us, the Holy 

Spirit is still working and has never stopped. So… we need 

to ask ‘What does Church really mean then?’ It does not 

mean buildings, it is what’s inside the Church that is         

important, the ‘People of God’ – WE ARE THE CHURCH!  

Fr Paul Fletcher SJ is (at the time this went to print) still 

signing Mass four times a week, recordings are made and posted on CDA website/

Facebook so access to Mass is improving. People pray at home, in fields or places 

of quiet and peace;   offering private prayers; praying the rosary; reading the Bible.  

So do we really need Church after all? Yes we do, to meet with people, to socialise 

and we need to receive the sacraments, especially Holy Communion and         

Reconciliation (confession).  

Lockdown has been difficult for many of us, but in a way it has been useful and we 

have learnt something from it, helping us to appreciate values such as friendship, 

love and health. We hope we will never experience it again but it does make us 

think about LIFE in a new light and appreciate that it really is a gift from God.  

In the book of Acts, we read: ‘Everyday they went as a group to the Temple. They 

broke the bread in their homes, sharing food gladly and generously. They praised 

God, and people respected them. Everyday the number of people in the          

community increased (bigger and bigger), and more people were saved by the 

Lord’ (Acts 2:46-47) 

It is interesting to note that they prayed and ‘broke the bread in their homes’.   

Verses 42-45: ‘they shared food gladly and generously’, they sold things and    

supported others. We are seeing a lot of evidence during Lockdown of how so 

many people are going out of their way to help and support people in need,        

especially doctors, nurses, key health workers, those in Care homes and so on.  

We pray that post-Lockdown, we will return to a ‘new normal’ where everybody will 

be kinder to each other, not waste things and respect the world as God’s creation, 

offer support to each other and live with hope. We can do it; with God we will do it.  

 

Peter McDonough  
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No interpreter for PM announcement and petitions 
against UK Government and Parliament 

 
Deaf people have been very concerned about the lack of    
access to BSL interpreters on Live in vision BBC TV. There 
has been a lack of information since lockdown in March 2020.  
Scottish and Welsh broadcasts have had an interpreter present at their live      
briefings from the start of Lockdown. 
Personally we, as Britons, feel it is important for all of us to be aware of what is   
going on, not only with Coronavirus but all other important announcements.   
 
The Deaf community are petitioning the government to make a commitment to   
provide BSL interpreters alongside any Prime Ministerial and emergency             
announcements during the Covid 19 crisis allowing members of the Deaf          
community to access information immediately in their preferred language. 

Please sign this petition to ensure that a BSL interpreter is present at all emergency 
announcements: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/301461 
We need to sign this petition before 17th September 2020 
and if we reach 100,000 signatures, we hope that it will be 
considered for debate in Parliament in the nearby future.  

 
 
 

Churches were able to reopen for public worship on 4 July 

Places of worship in England could reopen for prayer and services, including 
weddings with a maximum of 30 people, from 4th July, the Prime Minister has 
announced.  

We will not be returning to normality overnight - this is the 
next step on a journey.  

Cardinal Vincent Nichols welcomed the news, saying: 
“As Catholics we now look forward to being able to   
celebrate Mass together again from 4 July. We have 
waited with patience and longing for this moment,      
understanding the importance of protecting the health of people in our society. 
Now we are full of anticipation that we will be able again to take part together 
in the Eucharist, which lies at the centre of our faith. ” 

The cardinal added that bishops would distribute “detailed guidance” on the  
resumption of Mass. “Our own detailed guidance will be distributed around    
dioceses and parishes so everyone can be confident that they may come to 
Mass securely and understand the part they are to play in protecting each   
other from any remaining risk of infection.” 

ISSUE 31 July 2020 
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Br. Joseph Thomas Thermadom CSC  
 

Monday 25 May 2020, feast of Venerable Bede & Pope St. Gregory VII, was a 
day that shall never be forgotten for many a generation or more!  Congenitally 
Deaf Joseph Thermadom of Kerala, India, professed his first vows as a religious 
of the Congregation of the Holy Cross (CSC). He signed his vows, which were 
spoken by an Indian who also signed for Thomas the words of his Superior at his 
profession. 
See - https://www.facebook.com/chennaijesuits/videos/153787656291475/?t=17  
 

Br. Joseph has joined the same CSC religious order that Fr. Harry Stocks          
belonged to. 
Some of us may recall a lively energetic stocky Scottish priest Fr. Harry Stocks 
CSC (born & raised in Edinburgh; emigrated in 1957 to Toronto, Canada to work 
at the Toronto Telegram as a newspaper reporter).  In 1958 Harry joined the Holy 
Cross Fathers making his first profession 16 August 1959 and final vows 4 years 
later in 1963. He was ordained priest 28 May 1966. Missioned to Bangalore,      
India, Fr. Harry worked among the poor before being involved in ministry with 
Deaf people for the next 42 years of his life.  Due to ill-health he returned to      
Toronto, Canada and worked as Chaplain to the Deaf in Toronto’s Archdiocese 
based at St. Kevin’s parish, Niagara, 2005-2012. He died 
of cancer 19 January 2013. RIP. 
 

I don’t know when Br. Joseph may be ordained priest, but 
having met him a few times both in America and in India,     
I am very hopeful; so long as he gets the communication 
support he and the wider community need to facilitate his 
ministry and his new-found religious life.  
Let us pray for him and continue to support all Deaf 
people with a vocation to religious life or priestly      
ministry. They need us and we too need them! To the greater glory of God!! 
 

Fr. Paul M. Fletcher SJ, St Wilfrid's, Preston 
 

Do you know about ZOOM?  

Zoom is a way of communicating on your computer, you can see other people 
online so it is like ‘face to face’ communication.  The basic version is also       
completely free of charge.  Try Zoom for as long as you like, your Basic plan has 
a 40 minutes time limit on meetings with three or more total participants. It’s easy 
to use and you can see more than one person at a time  

To download and install the Zoom Application: Go to https://zoom.us/download 
From the Download Center, click on the Download button under      
“Zoom Client For Meetings”.  

This application will automatically download when you start your 
first Zoom Meeting 

You can copy the invite and send it to your family and friends once 
they have downloaded the Zoom app.  

Br. Joseph CSC & Fr Paul Fletcher 
SJ (Kottayam, Kerala 11/17)  

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/301461
https://www.facebook.com/chennaijesuits/videos/153787656291475/?t=17
https://zoom.us/download

